
 

Focus on the 701
Advocacy. Education. Community.

 

Last month, we relaunched our NDOA newsletter,
now titled Focus on the 701. I want to sincerely
thank everyone who reached out with feedback and
kind comments after the first issue. We’re glad to
have this monthly communication back and look
forward to continuing to use it as a way to keep
members informed and connected to what’s
happening across North Dakota and at the national
level.
Over the past year, NDOA has been focused on
strengthening advocacy, enhancing the overall
education experience, building partnerships, and
aligning our work with our strategic plan. That work
continues this spring, and a lot is happening behind
the scenes. From advocacy efforts and leadership
planning to preparing for a great Annual Congress
and Exhibition this fall in Bismarck. We are working
to bring strong education, valuable networking
opportunities, and an exhibit hall experience that
benefits both attendees and our partners.

This newsletter is one of the ways we keep you informed about that work and how it impacts you and
your practice. In this issue, you’ll read about the advocacy work your colleagues are doing on Capitol
Hill, learn more about why the PAC matters and how it supports our profession, read an update from
Dr. Schauer, and see how you can get more involved through leadership opportunities within NDOA.
We’re also sharing AOA resources and partner highlights.
NDOA is a member-driven organization, and the strength of our association comes from members who
stay informed, get involved, and support the profession. Thank you for being part of NDOA and for the
work you do every day for your patients and your communities. We’re looking forward to a busy and
productive spring.

 

Advocacy in Action
Federal Advocacy - AOA on Capitol Hill 2026

April 2026 Edition



L-R: Dr. Leslie Hellebush, Senator John
Hoeven, Dr. Dori Carlson

While travel delays kept Kim from joining the

federal legislative team in Washington, D.C. this
year, our North Dakota doctors did an outstanding

job representing optometry and advocating for our
patients and profession.

We are proud to share that Senator John Hoeven
has signed on as a co-sponsor of S.1716, the

Vision Lab Choice Act, sponsored by Senator
Kevin Cramer. This bill is the Senate companion

to the DOC Access Act (H.R. 1521) and is an
important piece of federal legislation for

optometry.
We also appreciate the continued support of

Congresswoman Julie Fedorchak, who has been
very receptive to our issues, and we anticipate her

support as this legislation moves forward.
North Dakota is fortunate to have a congressional

delegation that understands the importance of
patient choice, access to care, and the role

optometry plays in the healthcare system. Their
willingness to listen and engage on our issues

makes a real difference.
Our North Dakota representatives continue to be

strong champions for optometry in Washington,
D.C., and we are grateful for their support.

 

Inside the NDOA

From the President - Dr. Brittany Schauer

I’m excited to share that your current Board has not been sitting still. We’ve been busy fine-tuning our
strategic plan with a sharp focus on advocacy, education, member engagement, and proudly promoting
optometry.

Over the past year, we’ve refreshed our logo and mission statement, invested in high-quality continuing
education, and tapped into AOA programs to help cultivate the next generation of leaders who will keep
our momentum going strong. We are also re-energizing partner relationships and strengthening
grassroots connections as we prepare for future legislative efforts.

Optometry never stands still, and neither do we. Your Board is working behind the scenes to keep our
association strong, relevant, and advancing into the future. We’ve scheduled our second annual Board
Retreat in May. We believe planning matters, and turning those plans into action for our members
matters even more.

Thank you for your membership, your support, and the role you play in the future of optometry in North
Dakota.



Dr. Brittany Schauer

Leadership Update
﻿Proposed Treasurer Position

The NDOA Board is planning a bylaw change
that will be presented to the membership for
approval this September that would transition
the Treasurer position from a board role to a
dedicated two-year position.

The goal of this change is to provide greater
financial continuity and allow the Treasurer to
focus specifically on the financial oversight of
the association. This role works closely with
staff and the Board and plays an important part
in the long-term stability of NDOA.

We will share more details in the coming
months, but if you have ever considered
becoming more involved in NDOA leadership,
this is a great opportunity to serve the
profession in a meaningful way. If you are
interested in learning more, please feel free to
reach out.

 

AOA Member Resources

AOA membership delivers strong advocacy at both the state and federal levels, protecting and
advancing optometry on issues that impact your practice and patients. In addition, members
have access to professional resources, education, practice management tools, financial
programs, and a national network of colleagues. Each month, we’ll highlight a few of these
resources you may find useful.

Four Things Every Doctor of
Optometry Should Know About

Malpractice Insurance
Whether you are a doctor of optometry
with many years of experience or just
beginning your professional career, it is
essential to have the right malpractice
insurance (also referred to as
professional liability insurance) coverage.
However, with so many available options,
selecting coverage can be overwhelming.
To help ensure you receive the right
coverage and right limits, consider these
key questions:

Read More

https://www.aoa.org/practice/professional-protection/business-and-liability-insurance?utm_source=RSP&utm_medium=RSP-2026&utm_campaign=AOAExcel_RSP_02062026_4ThingsToKnow
https://www.aoa.org/practice/professional-protection/business-and-liability-insurance?utm_source=RSP&utm_medium=RSP-2026&utm_campaign=AOAExcel_RSP_02062026_4ThingsToKnow
https://www.aoa.org/practice/professional-protection/business-and-liability-insurance?utm_source=RSP&utm_medium=RSP-2026&utm_campaign=AOAExcel_RSP_02062026_4ThingsToKnow
https://www.aoa.org/practice/professional-protection/business-and-liability-insurance?utm_source=RSP&utm_medium=RSP-2026&utm_campaign=AOAExcel_RSP_02062026_4ThingsToKnow
https://files.constantcontact.com/ad1776cc901/56f3972d-9b49-4663-a447-590a3363538d.docx


 

On the Horizon
Make plans now — here’s what’s ahead for NDOA and AOA

May 8, 2026
InMode CE
Fargo, ND

Postponed - we apologize for the inconvenience. Stay tuned for a rescheduled date.

June 17-20, 2026
AOA Optometry's Meeting

﻿Phoenix, AZ

September 18-19, 2026
NDOA Annual Congress & Exhibition - Bismarck, ND

March 11-12, 2027
NDOA Spring CE & Legislative Conference - Bismarck, ND

NDOA Events AOA Events

 

Powered by PAC

Thank you to our recent PAC supporters:
Dr. Paul Dunderland
Dr. Brittany Schauer
Dr. Leslie Hellebush

PAC Balance: $29,966.90

Recent Contribution:
Senator Sean Cleary Fundraiser $500

Attending a local fundraiser and want to
support a candidate with a PAC check?
Please reach out. We are happy to help coordinate
and make sure we are supporting candidates who
support optometry.

https://northdakota.aoa.org/events/calendar-of-events
https://www.aoa.org/events/calendar-of-events


Transparency matters, and we want members to understand how PAC support
strengthens our relationships and engagement efforts.

*PAC contributions must be made as personal contributions, not from a business account.
*PAC contributions are voluntary and are used for political purposes. Contributions are not tax deductible.

DONATE TODAY

 

NDOA Partner Spotlight

Thank You to Our Partners

PLATINUM
Dakota Eye Institute • Vance Thompson Vision

GOLD
Eye Consultants of North Dakota • Johnson & Johnson

SILVER
Alcon • Dakota Precision Rx Labs/Dakota Pharmacy • Essilor • VSP

 

Member Milestones

We value the accomplishments and life milestones of our members. This section highlights professional
achievements, leadership involvement, practice transitions, and significant personal updates within our
optometric community.

Have a professional achievement or milestone to share? We’d love to hear from you. Submit updates
using the “Contact Us” button below.

What Counts as a "Milestone"

A new associate joined your practice
Retirement
New practice/practice purchase

https://northdakota.aoa.org/advocacy/ndoa-pac


Office remodel or expansion
Award or recognition
Speaking engagement
Mission trip
Community award
Celebrating Years in practice (10, 20, 25, 30, etc.)
Board certification
Residency completion
New baby/Wedding
Obituary/In Memoriam

This section exists to celebrate our members — please don’t be shy about sharing updates!

Contact Us

Follow the NDOA on Facebook!

 

North Dakota Optometric Association | PO Box 2763 | Bismarck, ND 58502 US

Unsubscribe | Constant Contact Data Notice

mailto:kim@ndeyecare.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/984298315051240
https://www.facebook.com/groups/984298315051240
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=3ff8e6a6-4e43-4fe1-9800-fa508c073f6e
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=iraffiliate&nav=3ff8e6a6-4e43-4fe1-9800-fa508c073f6e

